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Truth in Marriage


Week 11 - Life Balance and Priorities 

How to plan and budget - Part 2
Introduction:

Last week we discussed how to prioritize and balance our lives through the use of our time.  This week, we will take this concept further and discuss money and then tie the two topics together.  Remember, successful people are deliberate people.
Economics
Last week we talked about the economics of time.  This week, the more traditional form of economics will be addressed – money!  When you look at the ministry of Jesus, what topic did he speak about most?  Money!  Why?  The answer is quite simple.  “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Luke 12:34 NKJV).  If you want to know what someone truly values, take a look at their check book.  Remember the parable of Matthew 19:16-26?  Christ said that it is easier for a camel to fit through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to inherent the kingdom of heaven.  We treasure our money and what it does for us far more than we treasure what we can do with our money for others.

So what instruction does scripture offer us?  Quite a bit!  When you look at God’s plan for money it starts with ownership.  Who owns your money?  God does.  But is this how we live our lives?  Do we truly believe our money belongs to God?  Sadly, no!  We believe it’s our money.  On a rational level many would say we recognize that all we have comes from God and therefore belongs to God, but few practice it in their everyday lives.  We hold on to it for ourselves.  God says that we are to honor Him for all that He has given us by giving back to Him.  Specifically, we are to tithe our first fruits.  Take a few minutes to read the following passages about first fruits and tithes.
Deuteronomy 14:22-23
Proverbs 3:9-10

Deuteronomy 26:1-15

Numbers 18:8-32
The Tithe

So what’s so special about the tithe?  It is first and foremost a step of Surrender.  Think back to the story of Abraham being called to sacrifice Isaac in Genesis 22.  Why would God ever ask Abraham to sacrifice his own son - the greatest gift God had given him?  Some would say so God could see if Abraham was faithful.  But this is God we are talking about.  He already knows everything about Abraham.  No, God called Abraham to sacrifice Isaac so Abraham could see his own Faith.  The Tithe is no different.  God calls us to give back to Him 1/10th of what He gives us so that we can see our Faith in Him.  The Tithe is small enough that anyone can afford it, yet large enough that you will never commit to it joyfully without having Surrendered yourself to God’s Will.
Don’t be deceived, there are those who tithe and have not Surrendered.  However, these people do not get joy from it.  It’s a burden, or a means to receive attention.  (Remember, Mark 12:38-44?  The rich “sounded their own horns” but the widow gave the most – less than a penny!)  They do not give out of the fullness of their hearts and God knows it.  Others give portions but always fall short of surrendering to the promises of God.  There are dozens of excuses, but in the end that’s all they are – excuses.  You either believe God is who He says He is, or you don’t.  Which is it?  Ask around, you’ll find story after story of how people surrender to God the tithe of their first fruits, even when they don’t know how they will make ends meet and each time, somehow they do.  There are many other stories of how they took matters into their own hands, and suffered the consequences of their action.  Remember, God deserves our best, not our left over.
Additional Giving and Savings

God also encourages us to be joyful givers.  We are to store up in order to help others in times of need.  We are to seek out ways to give as a normal course of life.  Ask anyone who gives frequently.  It’s an incredible feeling!  But this too requires Faith.  Many times God will call us to reach out beyond our means to supply a need long before we understand how we will have the means to fulfill it.  That’s why it’s called Faith.  God is a merciful and gracious giver and he expects the same of His children.

2 Corinthians 9:7-8 (NKJV) - 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 

Malachi 3:10 (NKJV)

10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,

That there may be food in My house,

And try Me now in this,”

Says the Lord of hosts,

“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven

And pour out for you such blessing

That there will not be room enough to receive it.

Creating a Budget
So where does that leave us with our budget?  Let’s take a look.  First, we have the same priorities as last week – God, spouse, children, church/family.  We also have the same definitions of “want” verses “need”.  Income must still be greater than or equal to outcome, lest we end up slaves to debt (unfortunately, some of us are already here).  And the process of sorting it all out works pretty much the same too.  There is just one difference.  God has given us some direction on what to do with some of it right off the bat.  Here is the summary from the passages we looked at about.

1. 10% Tithe of the First fruits to the Lord

2. 10% Tithe to the storehouse

3. Gracious (generous) giving to others so that none among you want (notice no specific amount)

So, 20% for your earnings is earmarked for God from the start.  And, there is also an amount unspecified to give.  So we get to manage the 80% that is left for our own needs and wants, but we also must be good stewards of this amount, because we still need to give as opportunities arise.  How many of us do this?  How many of us are even able to do this?  Not many.  We have allowed our culture and our idolatry to make us slaves to our money.  We often sacrifice time with our family to make it possible to afford the things of life.  In the end, what’s really important?  Are we ready to do something about it?
Common Questions

Q – Do I tithe on the net or gross of my salary?
A – Scripture doesn’t say specifically.  It says that we give of our increase.  This would lead you to believe net is ok.  Yet, we are blessed on our generosity.  So, would you rather be blessed in gross or net??  Each of us has to answer this question for ourselves.  But remember, this is an issue of the heart, not the law.  If you right a tithe check for $155.32, you are probably missing the point.

Q – What do I use the storehouse for?  Is this savings?

A – No, this is not savings as we think of savings.  This is an emergency fund.  Can we use it for our own emergencies of life?  Yes.  But its main purpose is for the emergencies in the lives of others.  It is to enable us to give when the needs arise.

Q – What about saving for college for the kids?

A – Personally, I’m against college funds.  If you are able to save money to help your children when all the other needs are met, then fine.  But, they shouldn’t know it is there so that they won’t expect it.  There is a huge entitlement culture in this country.  Anyone in America has the ability to go to college if they want it bad enough.  So they may have to work some and find grants and loans.  You know what?  It will mean more to them if they do!
Q – What about retirement?

A – Again, if you can, retirement is a plus.  However, the idea of retirement has only existed since about 1950, and only in America.  Too many in this country work themselves into the ground to try and build a “nest egg”, only to die within a few years of retirement.  Better to spread your life out more and enjoy each day and work until later in life than to waste it working for something that may never happen.

How do I get out of debt?
Best answer, never get into it.  Teach your kids the evils of debt and how it enslaves you.  Teach them good habits from a young age.  My kids have 4 jars.  All the money they get goes into these jars – 10% tithe, 10% storehouse, 10% other giving, and 70% for them to spend on themselves.  We talk about them from time to time to keep the idea in place.  We also capitalize on opportunities for them to give so that they can experience the joy of giving.  Plus, we occasionally include them on key spending decisions so they can learn stewardship.  Start out right and stick to it.  Learn to live on 70% or less from the beginning.

If you are already in debt, you have to stop spending so much.  Easier said than done, I know.  Dave Ramsey offers an excellent book on this.  See the reference at the end of the lesson.  Most people, who are serious about getting free of debt, can be down to nothing but a house payment in three years or less.  It’s not easy, but it’s worth it.

Negotiation points

As with time, we have to learn a graduated approach to our needs.  We must be good stewards and realistic about our wants and needs.  For instance, most of us would agree that in today’s world a car is a need.  Without it, most of us could not get to work.  Nor could we handle the other needs and wants that move us from place to place.  However, no one needs a new car.  Financially speaking, a new car is the worst financial decision you can make.  A two year old used car is a much better solution.  A $2K junk, that is possibly even better.  Does this mean that you should never buy a new car?  No.  If you can afford one, then get one if you like.  But, it is never a need.  It’s a want and it must be prioritized.
Other points to consider:

· What food you buy?

· Eating out versus eating at home (this is also prime family time by the way)

· Brands of clothes

· Sports (you can give the kids exercise and build the other beneficial stuff without spending a fortune)

· Gifts Giving occasions – Christmas, Birthday Parties, etc

· Furnishings

· Cell phones, cable/satellite TV, internet, computers, and other electronic toys

· Hobbies and recreation

· Vacations (some of the best ones have also been the cheapest in my life)

· Child’s education (out of state vs. in state tuition – school reputation vs. marketability of degree)

These are just a few areas where compromises can be made and lots of money can be either saved or dwindle away.  Each of us has to make decisions based on the priorities of our needs and wants.  Each of us must be a good steward of the resources God has blessed us with.

Bringing the two together

At times, we will have to make decisions that affect time and money.  For instance, we may have to settle for a lower paying job in order to have more time to spend with our family and church.  We may need to cancel the vacation to Hawaii to be able to afford to go as a family to Kenya on a mission trip.  We may have to give up golf for a couple of years in order to pay off the charge cards.  The point is, money and time are both valuable resources.  We can’t just look at them separately.  We also have to consider the aggregate relationship as well.
Time and money are gifts from God.  We need to enjoy them.  But most of all, we need to Honor God with them!
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The Total Money Makeover, Revised and Updated 

By: Dave Ramsey 

[image: image2.png]



Financial Peace: Revisited 

By: Dave Ramsey
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